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Tue OPpposiTioN TO THE CHARTER. 


On another page will be found copies of letters 
and documents fully explaining all the opposition 
to the Charter which has so far been allowed to 
become apparent, The opposition has taken the 
form of a protest signed by Sir Henry Simpson. 
For nearly three years the veterinary profession has 
been discussing the clauses of the proposed Charter 
and in that discussion Sir. Henry Simpson has taken 
avery prominent part. He has, at various times, 
raised different objections, but he has never even 
referred to the one which he n>w makes the basis of 
a protest ; nor has any other opponent ever mention- 
ed what is now the only ground of opposition. 

The protest runs: (1) I protest against the 
granting of this Supplemental Royal Charter on the 
ground that it is contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1881,!which 
settled the status and rights of existing Practitioners, 
Members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
and Fellows of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

(2) I protest against any privileges granted by 
the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1881 and Royal Charter 
being altered, etc. ete. 

(3) I protest against. any of the moneys contributed 
by existing Practitioners and Fellows being applied 
to the use of the College, pending a decision on 
this protest. 

The first question every veterinarian will ask 
after reading this is—Why is the existing Prac- 
titioner mentioned ? the question is unanswerable 
until we are permitted to see further. We all know 
that the proposed new charter does not affect the 
existing practitioner in any way. It refers to 
matters relating only to Members and Fellows—to 
What in fact we may call the domestic affairs of the 
profession. .We all acknowledge the status and 
Tights of the existing practitioner and have no 
desire to disturb the Act of 1881. We simply ask 
for alterations of the Charters of 1844 and 1876 so 
that We may better conduct our own business and 
— abuses from which we have suffered. We 

old that these alterations have no relation whatever 

'0 the Act of 1881, and therefore connot be contrary 

its true meaning and intent. 

Clause 2 of the protest is simply verbiage, and 
ut as relevent as a protest against the monthly 

‘ppearance of the moon. 
pe 3 is a display of juggling with figures 

ich provokes neither laughter nor alarm. 
© protest is so ridiculously far fetched that 

out some explanation, it only induces surprise 
i * man of Sir Henry Simpson’s astuteness should 
® put his name to it. In his letter to Mr. Mulvey, 


With 


he offers to renew the discussion which has been 
going on for three years and to withdraw his protest 
absolutely on “some reasonable concessions” being 
made. He thereby allows that it involves no prin- 
ciple, and thus suggests that it is only a weapon 
of offence. He carefully avoids stating what con- 
cessions he means, but he adds a condition—he will 
cease all action until after the proposed discussion 
providing we abstain from all action in the forth- 
coming election of members of Council. 

So far then this protest seems to owe its initiation 
to the obstinacy and vanity of a man who failed to 
convince his co-practitioners that they were wrong 
and he was right. It owes its continuance to Mr. 
Mulvey’s refusal to give up his right and duty of 
taking part in the annual election of professional 
representatives to the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Probably in every bag of chaff. careful search 
would discover a grain 0. corn, or such fraction of a 
grain as might afford an excuse to a writer of fiction 
in describing the bag as a bag of corn. In this 
precious protest the microscopic penetration of Sir 
Henry Simpson has discovered a means of showing 
how the proposed charter is distantly related to the 
“existing practitioner.” This is how it happens. 
The existing practitioner is by the Act of 1831 
registered in the register of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. A clause in the Act gives the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. power to remove from the 
register the name of any person who has been con- 
victed of a “ misdemeanour or higher offence,” or of 
“conduct disgraceful to him in a_ professional 
respect.” The Council entrusted with this power 
consists of 30 men elected (by voting papers) by the 
whole veterinary profession as the most fitted for 
transacting the business of the body corporate. This 
Council can only remove a name at a meeting “at 
which not less than two-thirds of the members are 
present, and with the consent of three-fourths of the 
members so present.” The person affected by their 
action can require them “to state in writing the 
reason for that determination,” and an opgee! to 
the Privy Council is provided by which the Council 
may he ordered to restore the name to the register. 
The Council of the R.U.V.S. are, of course, the most 
popular and best known men in the profession, their 
average age is about 50, and no man has ever been 
elected under 30. It is amongst the possibilities of 
life that some day a young man who has just 
obtained his diploma might be elected to a seat on 
the Council. It is difficult to imagine such a thing, 
but we grant its possibility. So long as only Fellows 
are admissible on the Council we ensure men being 
at least 26 years of age. If the proposed Charter be 
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granted members become admissible on the Council, 
and amember may obtain his diploma at 21, so if he can 
then obtain the votes of the profession in numbers 
greater than his older rivals he may be elected to 
the governing body. This practical impossibility 
is what Sir Henry Simpson calls interfering with 
the status and rights of the existing practitioner. 
If this dreadful Charter be granted, it will be 
possible for a young man of 21 to form one of the 
Council which removes from its register the name 
of a man who has been convicted of midemeanour or 
felony. 

We apologise for taking so long to show the 
absurdity of the only point in this protest worth 
noticing. The ingenuity with which truth and false- 
hood are interwoven in “ the proposed letter” is our 
excuse. 


the atrophied condition of the crural muscles and 
also, in consequence of that atrophy, the great 
prominence (not luxation) of the patella always seen 
as a sequel to strain of these muscles. The sketch 
represents the hind quarter of a horse at Dunferm. 
line in reference to which I was asked to give an 
opinion about the year 1878. and it was used as an 
illustration of an article written by me on the sub- 
ject of ‘“ Muscular Strain,” in The Veterinary Journal 
shortly after the date mentioned, and subsequently 
in illustration of another article on the same subject 
in The Journal of Comparative Medicine and Veteri- 
nary Archives. The case formed one of three 
recorded by me in these articles and in this instance 
the horse had been treated for luxation of the 


patella by blistering etc. The effect had been 
grappled with, tke cause entirely overlooked. I 


CASES AND ARTICLES. 


LUXATION OF THE PATELLA. 


By Tuomas WALLey, 
Principal, Royal (Dick) Veterinary College. 


In the paper read by Prof. McCall at the last 
meeting of the Midland Counties V.M.A. several forms 
of the above accident are alluded to, and amongst 
them “Luxation as the result of disease of the Crural 
Muscles.” Without quibbling as to the advisability 
or otherwise of classing a mere dropping of the 
patella produced by disability of its retaining mus- 
cles as a luxation, I will draw your attention to the 
enclosed sketch (elaborated by Prof. Vaughan 
from a crude pencil drawing of my own) of the loft 


hind quarter of ahorse. This sketch illustrates 


| notice that Prof. McCall draws attention to the 


extreme pain produced by attempts at progression 
in the case which came under his notice. Such was 
a characteristic of one of my recorded cases, and it 
was attributed by me to laceration of the fibres uf 
the crural nerve. 

In Case V., Prof. McCall gives dropsy of the 
stifle joint as a cause of partial luxation of the 
patella. I should like to ask in reference to this 
does he mean dropsy of the stifle joint, or dropsy of 
the patella bursa? If the former, I fail to see how 
such a condition could operate in the production of 
partial luxation of the patella, and I most certainly 
have never seen a single case of dropsy of the 
joint. 

In the closing paragraph of his paper Prof. 
McCall says “ If luxation of the patella (he does not 
say whether partial or complete) is dependent on, 
and associated with, “stretching, tearing and rup- 
ture of the fibres of the internal lateral ligament, 
or any other ligament of the joint, it would bean 
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incurable affection, ending in ulcerative disease of 
the bones and cartilages of incrustation and conse- 
quent permanent lameness.”” ‘‘ Now this has never 
been the result in all my experience.” 

As Prof. McCall does not specify partial or com- 
plete luxation it is doubtful to which he refers. 

In complete (permanent) luxation we get rigid 
atrophy of the rectus femoris, and to some extent 
also of the vasti muscles; a condition, as was some 
time ago pointed out by an American writer, cura- 
ble by myotomy. 

In partial (permanent) luxation we frequently get 

destruction and absorption if the cartilage of incrus- 
tation of the outer trochlea of the femur with caries 
of its articular surface, and attrition and absorption 
of the fibro cartilage of the opposing facet of the 
patella. Several samples of this are preserved in 
the Museum of the College, and only a few years 
ago Mr. Reid, of Auchtermuchty, sent me a yearling 
colt, in whose patellar articulation these conditions 
were well marked. In all such cases that have 
come under my observation there has been permanent 
and incurable lameness. In the course of the dis- 
cussion on his paper Professor McCall said “ if 
«ramp produced luxation it could not be either to 
the right or the left, it would be a contraction up- 
wards, and would pull the patella higher up.” It 
is quite evident that in speaking of muscular cramp 
as a cause of luxation of the patella Professor 
McCall had in his mind’s eye cramp of one set of 
muscles only, and that the crural. I have always 
taught (and the teaching was that of my preceptor, 
Mr, Kettle, and of the late Professors Spooner and 
Varnell also), that complete luxation of the patella 
almost always takes place in an outward direction, 
and that the active factor in its production is spasm 
of the triceps abductor femoris, the predisposing 
factor, relaxation or debility of the rectus femoris. 
It may be argued that there is a contradiction here 
in speaking simultaneously of relaxation or debility 
ofone muscle, hyperactivity of another, my 
4nswer to such an argument would be that one 
frequently gets an illustration of the phenomenon 
in one’s own person, e. g.. when the extensor muscles 
of one’s limbs are exhausted from over exhaustion 
one frequently suffers from cramp of the flexors. 
That complete luxation of the patella frequently 
takes place without laceration of the internal lateral 
ligament, is proved by the fact that a permanent cure 
of the accident is often established by the simple 
process of keeping the patient quiet for a few weeks 
(securing the leg in its natural position at the same 
time by means of a rope attached to the pastern and 
passed round the neck) and applying a blister over 
the region of the patella. 


RARE CASES IN YEARLING FILLIES. 
By Joun C. Rowxanps, M.R.C.V.S. 


Perhaps the following account of a case or two 
which came under my notice, may be of interest tc 
Jour readers, and if any light can be thrown on the 
pathology of them I shall be glad. 


Case I. January 18th I visited a yearling filly, 
the only apparent amiss being a small swelling 
under the right eye, as big as a moderate sized 
walnut. 

19th, in the evening a message arrived, saying 
that side of the head was swelling fast, and by 
the 20th, the whole of that side of the head, inclu- 
ding lips and nostrils, and intermaxillary space 
immensely swollen, the eyelids till the eye was out 
of sight. General appearance very depressed, pulse 
70, temperature 103 a respiration accelerated, ears 
and extremities cold. 

21st much the same, with such swelling of eye- 
lids as to evert the mucous membrane, which was 
very red. Bowels and appetite fairly well from 
first, although she had to eat with difficulty, from 
the swelling. 

22nd and 28rd, respirations very difficult, with a 
slight rr a: which was increasing, and appetite 
suspended. Pulse 60, temperature 100 F, 

Treatment :—Blood medicines, as terebinth, tinct. 
ferri perchlor. and potass. chloras, with stimulants 
and nourishing drinks, diuretics and potas iodid. 
Locally :--Fomentations, puncturing the skin in 
several places, when bloody serum kept oozing out. 
On the 23rd, fearing suffocation, I performed 
tracheotomy which gave immediate relief, however I 
was informed the patient died next day. 


Case II. February 17th, 1 was called upon to 
visit a yearling filly, showing. to me, very uncommon 
symptoms. The patient was standing in a box, with 
the head hanging down and looking very depreseed, 
and showed great disinclination to move. The eye- 
lids of both eyes were immensely swollen, com- 
pletely everting the mucous membrane, which was 
very red and standing out like a good sized tomato, 
presenting a most striking appearance, which can 
never be forgotten. The eyes themselves completely 
buried out of sight. There was slight swelling 
below the left eye, and bilateral weeping. espira- 
tion greatly hurried and deep, pulse 105, temperature 
105 F, appetite and all the normal functions sus- 
pended. She was seen in the early morning 
apparently all right ; 3 p.m. she was found presenting 
the above symptoms. 

Prognosis: — The rapid development of the 
disease, and character of the symptoms, struck me 


‘as being of specific origin, and to give as my opinion 


she could be but few hours this side of the happy 
home. However my client was anxious for treat- 
ment, so I prescribed febrifuges and autiseptic 
inhalations. I learned she died about 12 hours 


afterwards. 


METHYLATED SPIRIT. 


If it could be collected without alarming the 
Inland Revenue Authorities, there is incontestable 
proof of the great value of methylated spirit for 
medicinal use among horses, cattle, and sheep. In 
fact, broadly, it answers every purpose that Sp. 
Vini. Rect. does with this advantage, that while the 
price of the latter renders it prohibitive for wholesale 
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practice, the former enables Veterinary Surgeons to 
repare efficiently compounded medicines to put 
into the hands of stockbreeder’s and owners, at a 
rice that permits of remunerative treatment to 
of animals. I now refer more particularly 
to diseases of cattle and sheep, where ccst of medicinal 
agents is a very important item. 

Statistics show that the farmers are compelled 
nowadays to turn their attention much more to the 
production and rearing of stock, than corn growing. 
and therefore, each year they have to deal exten- 
sively witb various illnesses and maladies pertaining 
to stock—particularly young stock—of course varied 
and intensified as the seasons are temperate or 
inclement. Some stock, such as lambs for instance, 
have to be treated en masse. several times between 
lambing time and Christmas, as the periodic diseases 
appear, such as diarrhcea, irritation from intestinal 
worms, or those infesting the respiratory organs; 
and consequently thousands of animals require 
treatment, and, price permitting, thousands of doses 
of medicines throughout the country have to be 
ee cy to combat the various diseases. Flocks 

ome soon sadly decimated if the adage “A stitch 
in time” is neglected. The preparation of these 
medicines is mutually beneficial to the Agriculturist 
and the country Veterinary Surgeon, and important 
factors in producing many of these medicines are 
the “‘ Methylated Compounds ” whose value—as be- 
fore said—is established beyond doubt. This being 
so, and as there appears to be nothing in the word- 
ing of the Act that specially prohibits Veterinary 
Surgeons from using methylated compounds as 
medicines for animals, and as such prohibition 
probably was never thought of when the Act was 
framed, would it not be best for the voice of 
Veterinary Surgeons to be expressed collectively, 
that in their name the Inland Board of Revenue 
could be approached and induced to concede—under 
whatever proper restrictions they thought best—the 
right to obtain and use the Sp Meth. as it was here- 
tofore made. If this matter is properly, respect- 
fully, but forcibly brought before ‘‘ The Powers that 
be,” the concession which will serve so many and 
injure none will be conceded. 

Lorrrry. 


Royat or Vererinary Surceons. 
Solicitor’s Address—32 Essex Srrext, Srranp. 
21st March, 1892. 


Dear Srr, 
CoLLEGE ARMs. 


_Atthe last meeting of Council I was directed to 
lace myself in communication with the Board of 
land Revenue upon the subjects of the use of 
methylated spirits by veterinary surgeons, and their 
right to use the College Arms free of duty. 

_ With regard to the first subject I have had a con- 
siderable amount of negotiation, but am happy to 
say that the Board of Inland Revenue have now 
stated that they would be ready to consider 


favourably any application for the use of methylated 
spirits by veterinary surgeons in the preparation of 
cattle medicines, provided the formula satisfies the 
Board that the medicine is not capable of being 
taken internally by human beings. This I have 
no doubt will be at once considered by the Council, 
_and if necessary, referred to a committee to arrange 
the formula asked for. 

With regard to the use of the College Arms by 
Members, the result of the negotiation is that mem. 
bers and officers of the College as a matter of in- 
dulgence, will be allowed to use the College Arms 
free of duty in connection with professional matters, 

I have the sanction of the President to communi- 
cate these matters to the professional journals as 
being the readiest means of acquainting the mem. 
bers of the profession with the results of the ne- 
gotiations on subjects which no doubt are of interest 
to them, and shall feel much obliged if you will 
allow this letter to appear in your next issue. 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
The Editor Gro. Tuatcuer. 
Veterinary Record. 


THE OPPOSITION TO THE CHARTER. 


We have received for publication, from Sir Henry 
Simpson, the following letters and documents. 
There is first—a letter to Mr. Mulvey from Sir H. 
Simpson proposing a meeting “of your party” to 
make such concessions as may induce Sir Henry to 
withdraw his protest. 

Then follows a copy of the “protest” with its 
schedule. 

Next we have a “proposed letter’? which Sir 
Henry kindly withheld pending Mr. Mulvey’s reply. 
It was intended for “Members of Council and others.” 

Lastly is Mr. Mulvey’s reply declining to enter 
into any party arrangements in anticipation of the 
action of the Council. 


[copy. } 


Gorpon W.npsor, 
‘March 13th, 1892. 
Dear Sir, 

I observe a letter from you in The Veterinary 
Record this week, and an Editorial note, both stat- 
ing that a petition has been presented to the Privy 
Council against the Supplemental Charter, and that 
it will be necessary to adopt the same tactics 4% last 


‘| year, and return only the men to Council who are 


ledged to support the Supplemental Charter. __ 
I om in to assure you that no 
has been presented against the charter, and that the 
Privy Vouncil will decide aye or nay to the prayer 
for the Charter before the Councilmen elected 
May take their seats. 

hive entered a protest against the 
the purpose of raising certain questions, ay - 
withdraw my protest or any part of it 
moment. Iam willing to withdraw it absolutely 
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your party are willing to make some reasonable con- 
vessions on matters of detail to be confirmed by the 
Council. 

If agreeable, I will meet Mr. Hunting and two or 
three of your party early in the afternoon of Wed- 
nesday, the 16th, and discuss the matter at the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and endeavour 
to arrive at an understanding before the Council 
meets. 

I undertake to cease all action until after the 
meeting now suggested, but subject to your party 
agreeing to do the same especially in regard to the 
matter of the forthcoming election. 

In fact I propose a truce pending the result of 
negociations for peace. 

I must ask for an early reply as my “plan of 
campaign” is stopped now, until you return me an 
answer to this letter. 

If you send me a telegram ‘‘ Accepted,” and name 
hour for meeting, that will be sufficient. 

lenclose copy of my protest which the Council 
have been invited by the Privy Council to consider, 
and also draft letter I had proposed sending to the 
members of Council and others, but which for the 
present I withhold. 

Believe me, yours very faithfully, 
(Signed) Henry Simpson. 


To W. J. Mulvey, Esq., F.R.C.V.S., 
27, Walpole Street. London. 


[ copy. | 


Re the Supplemental Royal Charter, Prayed for by 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

(l.) I protest against the granting of this 
Supplemental Royal Charter, on the ground that it 
\s contrary to the true intent and meaning of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act 1881, which settled the 
status and rights of :— 

(a) “Existing Practitioners of Veterinary Sur- 

gery.” 

(6) “ Members of the Royal College of Veterinary 

Surgeons.” 
(c) “Fellows of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons.” 

(2.) I protest against any privileges granted by 
the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1881 and Royal Char- 
ters being altered in any respect unless the parties 
interested first have submitted to them a clear 
statement in writing of their privileges, and the 
manner it is proposed to deal with the same. 

(8.) I protest against any of the capital sum of 
£6,891 38. Od. contributed as per schedule annexed 
M existing Practitioners and Fellows, being applied 

ereafter to the purposes of the said Royal College 
either for promoting a Supplemental Charter or for 
“nrent expenses, or for any other purpose (pending 
; “ecision on this protest), than that of providing 
— enable The Fellows and Existing Prac- 
oners to take means to maintain their rights. 


Signed) Henry Simpson. 
February, 1892, 
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[SCHEDUDK. | 


A statement of all monies paid by Fellows and 
Existing Practitioners into the Treasury of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, between 
1876 and May 1891, amounting to £6,891 3s. Od. 
together with an estimate of the interest the said 
Fellows and Existing Practitioners have in the 
funds of the said Royal College at the present time. 


77 Primary Fellows fees at 10gs., £808 10 0 
148 Fellows by Examination 

fees at ldgs., 2,331 0 0 

621 Existing Practitioners fees at 3gs., 1,956 3 0 

285 Existing Practitioners fees at 6gs., 1,795 10 0 

0 


£6,891 38 
Compound interest on fees paid by 


Primary Fellows from May 1878 to 
May 1891, at 34 percent per annum, 


Estimate of compound interest on fees 
paid by 148 Fellows by examination 
between May 1878and May 1891, at 
34 per cent. per annum., 
Compound interest on fees paid by 
906 Existing Practitioners, say from 
May 1883 to May 1891, at 3} per 
cent, per annum, 

Estimated expenditure by 148 Fel- 
lows in preparing for their examina- 
tion, and in proceeding to the centre 
(London or tXdinburgh) where their 
examination was held, at 10gs. 
Estimate of compound interest on cx- 
penditure by 148 Fellows as next 
above, between May 1878, and May 
1891, at 34 per cent. per annum, 


728 12 0O 


1,172 16 0 


1,559 0 0 


491 0 0 


£11,293 15 0 


[PROPOSED LETTER. | 


Gorvon House, Winpsoxr, 
March, 1892. 
Dear 

The Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons will be called upon by the Privy Council 
for their remarks upon a protest I have lodged in 
reference to the Grant of a Supplemental Royal 
Charter to the Royal College. 

I send you my view of what the Council ought to 
do to facilitate a settlement. 

I. think the legal question need not be discussed 
as the Vice President of the Privy Council considers 
it a matter for the report of the Law Officers of the 
Crown, and has suggested to an eminent M.P. who 
consults him that I should raise the point by a 
formal protest which accordingly I have done. 

I think the Council should unhesitatingly agree 
to put into the hands of the Fellows and Existing 
Practitioners a clear statement of their privileges 
and the manner it is proposed to deal with the same 


and in such a form as the Privy Council approve. 
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I wish you to cousider seriously the contract with 
the existing Practitioners in 1881. I was instru- 
mental with others in obtaining the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act by which Existing Practitioners are 
placed on the Register of Veterinary Surgeons with- 
out being represented on the Council or having 
votes for the Council, but having to submit to any 
resolution removing their names from the Regiater, 
for breaches of professional conduct, although a 
name cannot be restored excepting by an order of 
the Privy Council. A hostile amendment which 
would have swamped our Act, was met by my point- 
ing out to an opponent in Parliament that the 
interests of the Existing Practitioners were safe- 
er inasmuch as the power to remove names 

om the Register could only be exercised by a 
Council consisting of men who must be at least 26 
years of age, and not less than five years standing 
in the profession as bona fide Practitioners which I 
submitted was a proper and responsible tribunal. 

The proposed Supplemental Charter provides 
that the power to remove names from the Register, 
whether of Fellows, Members, or existing Prac- 
titioners, may be exercised without reference to age 
or experience in practice, so that young men of 21 
years of age (or even younger if the Council chooses 
to alter a Bye Law) may without ever having seen a 
day’s practice pass judgement on men many years 
their senior, although from want of experience they 
would be incapable of forming a correct judgment 
on professional conduct. 

I think the Financial question might be met by 
the Council expressing its willingness to consider 
the right of Fellows to administer funds or a por- 
tion thereof which have been contributed by Fellows 
and further by agreeing to defray the reasonable ex- 
penses of Fellows and existing Practitioners (if any) 
in regard to the proposed Supplemental Charter. 
It is a fact that the parties just named have between 
them contributed nearly £7000 to the funds of the 
Royal College during the last 14 years. 

I append a copy of my protest and the schedule 
accompanying it.. 

Believe me, yours very faithfully, 
(Signed) Henry Srpson. 


[ Cory. | 
5 Turks Row, Lonpon, S.W. 
March 14th, 1892. 
Dear Sir Heyry, 

I am in receipt of your letter and enclosures for 
which I thank you. The Charter to which your 
letter refers was adopted by the Council nem. con. 
I am therefore of opinion that it is for the Council 
alone to consider any objections that may be raised. 

I am, dear Sir Henry, yours faithfully, 
(Signed ) W. J. Mutvey. 
Sir H. Simpson, Windsor. 


ONE METHOD OF OPPOSITION (2) 


With the letter of M.R.C.V.S. are two copies of 
letters from an Existing Practitioner whose sus- 
picions are naturally aroused by a mysterious 


warning from a man of title. A stranger to veterj- 
nary politics might well take Sir Henry’s letter to 
the Existing Practitioner seriously ; those acquainted 
with veterinary affairs and veterinary leaders wil] 
only recognise a rather ingenious advertisement, 


Dear Sir, March 20th. 

I send you two letters received from an old friend 
of mine—who is an educated and good fellow—a 
registered practitioner—also copy of one he received 
from Sir H. Simpson—in order that you may know 
what is emanating from Windsor. 

Yours very truly, 
———— M.R.C.VS. 


[ cory. | 

Drearn—— March 17th, 1891. 

To-day 1 have received a letter dated from Windsor 
which states that the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons has presented a petition to the Privy 
Council for a supplemental Charter which may 
seriously interfere with my position as an existing 
practitioner, and that I am at once to seek the aid 
of the Member of Parliament for the District. 
Can you give me any information on the sub- 
ject, if you can, kindly let me know per return of 
post. Yours in haste, 


To W. Hunrine, Esq. 


[ cory. ] 
Dear — March, 1891. 

Your telegram to hand for which kindly accept 
many thanks. 

I herewith enclose Sir Hy. Simpson’s letter re- 
ceived on the 17th; the meaning of which | am 
totally ata loss to understand. ‘There is no doubt 
there is something going on, on the quiet, that we 
poor devils know nothing about, and I shall be 
pleased to hear your opinion on the letter. 

Yours most sincerely 


[ Copy. ] 


Gorpvon House, Wrpsor, 
March 16th, 1892. 

Sir Henry Simpson wishes to inform you that 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has 
presented a petition to the Privy Council for 4 
Supplemental Royal Charter which may seriously 
interfere with your position as an existing Prac- 
titioner of Veterinary Surgery if not amended. 

Should you desire the matter enquired into ™ 
your interest, Sir Henry Simpson advises you 
send on this letter to the Member of Parliament for 
your district with a request that he will kindly 
communicate with Sir Henry Simpson immediately. 
The letter for your Member of Parliament should be 
sent to the House of Commons, London. 


ANOTHER ATTACK. 


We have received the following copy of what 
purports to be a circular sent to chemists and drug. 
gists. Although it closely resembles 4 pcan 
sent to the existing practitioner we cannot accept ! 
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asgenuine. The post-script seems too transparently 
an advertisement. 


Tur Hon. ArtHur Gorpon Wrypsor wishes to 
inform you that the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons is promoting a Supplementary Royal 
Charter which is calculated to seriously interfere 
with your position. 

Should you desire the matter gratuitously en- 
uired into in your interest The Hon. Arthur 
Gordon Windsor advises you to send on this letter 
to the Member of Parliament for your district with 
a request that he will kindly communicate with The 
Hon. Arthur Gordon Windsor immediately. The 
letter for your Member of Parliament should be 
addressed to the House of Commons, London. 

P.S.—Should your Member of Parliament not be 
an owner of horses, no trouble need be incurred. 
Arbitrations undertaken with punctuality and 
dispatch. Horses shod on improved principles. 
Peace promoted at any price. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


SOUTH WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of the South Wales and Monmouthshire 
Veterinary Medical Association was held at the Park 
Hotel, Cardiff, om Monday, March 7th. Mr. D. M. 
Storrar, Abergavenny; occupied the chair, and there 
were present—Messrs. E. Sayer, Newport; E. P. Evans, 
Cardiff; A. P. Case, Cardiff; G. H. Simpson, Barry; J. 
M. Stewart, Swansea ; J. B. Muter, Bridgend ; — Williams 
Abergavenny; J. Temple, Aberaman; J. T. Handy, 
Cardiff; C. Moir, Cardiff; J. L. Perry, Cardiff; W. T. 
Edwards, Neath ; A. C. Stewart (Secretary), W. Emmer- 
son, Sneldon; F. Perry, Alfred Phillips, C. Williams, 
Red House; — Goodyer, Cardiff Tramways Company ; 
L. J. Shirley, Caira Stud Farm; General Watson, and 
Captain Reade. 

The minutes having been confirmed, the Hon. SEecrE- 
tary (Mr. A. C, Stewart) read letters of apology for non- 
attendance, also wishing success to the meeting, from 
Lord Tredegar, Sir Joseph Spearman, Mr. J. Blandy 
Jenkins, Colonel Morgan and others. 

Professor PrircHarp then lectured upon “ The Mecha- 
usm of the Larynx and Roaring.” 

A discussion followed, in which General Watson, 
Captain Reade, Messrs. J. T. Handy, J. Temple, A. C. 
Stewart (Hon. Sec.), C. Moir, E. Sayer, G. H. Simpson 
and J. M. Stewart took part. 


THE DINNER. 


After the meeting the members sat down to a tastefully 
dinner. The President of the society (Mr. D. M. 
torrar) occupied the chair, and Mr. C. Moir was in the 
ae The President in proposing “The Queen, 
¢ Prince and Princess of Wales, and the Royal Family,” 
mentioned that her Majesty had become a patroness of 
Wal Royal Veterinary College, and that the Prince of 
es during the past year had taken part in the cente- 
Wie tation in connection wich the college. Mr. C. 
tic ams, Ely, in proposing “The Veterinary Profes- 
ny expressed the hope that Professor Pritchard’s 
— might be the forerunner of similar lectures, and 
on future occasions horse breeders and others in- 
would be invited to attend. Mr. Moir, in 


responding, said the association was bound to be a suc- 
cess if they all put their shoulders to the wheel. Nearly 
every county had its veterinary association, which did a 
great amount of good in discussing various diseases and 
epidemics and methods of treatment. He hoped they 
would do their best to promote the interests and main- 
tain the status of the profession. Mr. L. J. Shirley, in 
proposing “The South Wales avd Monmouthshire 
Veterinary Medical Association,” was glad the associa- 
tion had been formed, and wished it every success. The 
Chairman, in reply, dwelt upon the utility of such meet- 
ings in uniting the members in the practice of their pro- 
fession, and if the support now given was continued, he 
had no fear for the future of the association. Other 
toasts followed. Songs were given at intervals, and an 
enjoyable evening was spent. The arrangements were 
admirably carried out by Mr. A. C. Stewart, Hon. 
Secretary.—The Western Mail. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


The 161st ordinary general meeting of the above 
Association was held in the Theatre of the College at 8 
p.m, on Wednesday, March 9th, 1891, the President 
being in the chair. 

Mr. 8S. Nye read an essay on “ Horse Sickness in South 
Africa.” In dealing with the history of the disease, 
reference was made to an outbreak which occurred in 
1884 in a large stud of horses +. Liverpool, caused by the 
animals having been fed on “en peas mixed with a 
dusty material in which Bacii. ..athracis were found in 
large numbers. The essayist described the disease as not 
directly contagious, it being believed that the Bacilli 
have an intermediate phase of existence external to the 
animal’s body. The “modus operandi ” of the Bacillus 
wnen in the system is still a disputed question, the incu- 
bative period of the disease being from six to 12 days. 
The disease takes two forms, one being — 
characterised by the enormous size to which the head 
enlarges. Mr. Nye also gave post-mortem appearances, 
the most conspicuous of which are the extreme blackness 
of the blood and the presence of a thin yellowish fluid in 
the chest cavity. 

Specimens of cysticercus cellulosa and trichinosis were 
exhibited, also of Meischer’s tubes in a piece of ham. 

Votes of thanks to the essayist and chairman terminated 


the proceedings. 


At a meeting of the Council of the above Association 
held March 2nd after the ordinary meeting, it was 
decided that the meetings commence at 8 p.m., instead of 
6.30 as formerly, and be continued until 9.30 p.m. 


The 162nd General Meeting was held in the Theatre of 
the College at 8 p.m on Wednesday, March 16th, 1892. 
Mr. W. Stapley in the chair. \ 

Mr. F. Hobday read an essay on “The History and 
Symptoms of an Outbreak of Pink Eye during the Winter 
of 1890-91,” in which he traced the disease from the 
stables first infected to various parts of the town, and 
stated what was observed, or suspected, to be the mediuin 
of the contagion, pointing out its very infective nature 
and the readiness with which it may be communicated 
without direct contact, in one instance a dog being shown 
to be the medium by which the disease was spread. — 

The essayist had reduced some 25 cases to a statistical 
form, the summary of which was :—-(1) There seems to 
be some specific virus which can be carried from one 
animal to the other without actual contact. (2) It 
attacks all classes of horses without reference to age, 
colour, or sex. (3) That the temp. is a very valuable aid 
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to diagnosis in the first instance, being elevated in every 
case, and usually gradually subsiding after the 4th or 5th 
day. (4) The pulse was in every case almost impercepti- 
ble when the disease had gained a firm hold. (5) In 
every case very great stiffness of the legs, followed in six 
cases by swelling on the first day, an equal number on 
the second day, whilst in 52 per cent. there was no 
swelling discernible. (6) In 23 cases both eyes were 
swollen, in the other two only one eye; in every case 
profuse lachrymal discharge, and great debility. (7) In six 
cases pulmonary complications ensued, four terminating 
fatally. (8) In nine cases there was slight constipation ; 
in three cases diarrhoea ensued, the result being un- 
favourable, as causing great increase in the debility. 

If taken in time, and no complications ensue, the 
disease is not a very fatal one ; complications are always 
to be dreaded ; in each fatality the post-mortem revealed 
the lung or intestinal organs to be, very much congested. 
The disease usually runs its course, and the animal is fit 
for light work again in from nine to twelve days, if a 
favourable result ensue. 

In the discussion the part played by alcohol in the 
treatment was brought forward, Mr. Wild stating that 
malt liquors were not advisable on account of the 
purgation they are apt to cause, while Mr. Clunes and 
several other gentlemen instanced cases where good results 
had followed its use. 

Mr. P. J. Welsh stated that he did not consider pink 
eye and influenza to be the same disease. The usual 
votes of thanks brought the meeting to a close. 


F. Hospay, Assist. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


PROSECUTION OF A VETERINARY SURGEON 
FOR CRUELTY. 


John Brown, farmer, was charged at the instance of 
the R.S.P.C.A., for causing a gelding to be worked whilst 
in an unfit state. Richard John Verney, veterinary 
surgeon, was summoned under the 5th section of Jarvis’ 
Act for aiding, abetting, counselling, and procuring the 
commision of an unlawful act by one John Brown, viz., 
causing the horse to be worked whilst in an unfit state. 
Mr. Slade appeared for the society, and Mr. Mackarness, 
for the defendants. The cases were taken separately. 
Upon Mr. Brown’s case being called, Mr. Slade said Mr. 
Brown was a farmer, living at Sescut Farm. He hada 
horse which at the time in question was suffering from a 
fistula—a sore upon the withers. From this fistula two 
sinuses spread away, one of which was capable of being 
probed and relieved of the pus, but the other could not 
be so treated. Brown was acting under the advice 
and by the direction of Mr. Verney, a veterinary 
surgeen, who ordered him to work the horse in 
in order that it might be seen whether the working of 
the horse would not relieve the accumulation of matter 
that had got into the sinus. Mr. Verney had gone so 
far as to write to the society, stating that he desired to 
bear the whole responsibility of the horse being worked. 
But he argued that the advice which Brown received 
from Mr. Verney did not excuse him from acting on his 
own common sense. That the defendant knew the 
horse was in this condition there could be no dispute, 
because on the previous day he instructed the boy to 
bathe the wound. 

Martin Merry, a lad, said he was in the employment of 
Mr. John Brown, driving a milkeart. He remembered 
coming into the city on the morning of February 5th 
with the horse and cart. On the previous day he drove 


a grey horse in with the milk tins, and on returning 
home Mr. Brown was on the farm. Mr. Brown told 
him to wash the matter off the horse’s shoulder, and take 
it in the next morning. This he did, and the inspector 
stopped him, and had the horse taken out.—Crogs- 
examined: He was 14 years of age. The man who 
generally drove the horse to Oxford was on the day in 
question away from home. 

Inspector Jowett said about 8.45 on the 5th February 
he was in Broad Street, Oxford. He saw the last wit- 
uess driving a bay gelding anda spring cart. The horse 
was trotting and it was going lame. He stopped the lad 
and found the horse had cast one ofhisfore shoes. On 
going round to the near side he saw a quautity of blood 
and matter on the horse’s withers, and trickling down 
the shoulders. Upon the horse stopping the animal 
lowered his head, shot his collar on to his neck, and on 
the collar was a quantity of wet and dry matter. He 
put the collar back in its place and immediately behind 
the bearing of the collar was a large open fistula, over 
which was a large cap of dry matter and hair, partially 
covering the hole. Upon lifting the cap up there was a 
hole large enough to put in three fingers, and upon his 
lifting it up fresh blood and matter trickled down. In 
consequence of what he said to the boy the horse was 
taken to the “Anchor,” in the New Road. Shortly 
after that he returned there with Inspector Cole of the 
City police, and Mr. Walker, veterinary surgeon, to 
whom he showed the horse. The horse was otherwise in 
good flesh.—Cross-examined: There were no signs of 
poorness about thehorse. The collar pressed the side of 
the fistula. 

Inspector Cole, of the Oxford City Police, deposed to 
seeing the horse at the “Anchor.” He saw discharge 
coming from the wound, and running down the shoulder. 
On the collar was a quantity of congealed matter, quite 
dry. The horse was in good condition with regard to 
flesh, but as to whether it was fit to work he could not 
say, being no judge of horses.—Cross-examined : There 
was no attempt at concealment. He did not see blood 
and matter trickling down the shoulder.—Re-examined : 
He saw blood and matter on the ground near where the 
horse was standing. 

Mr. James Peter Smith Walker, F.R.C.V.S., practising 
in Oxford, examined by Mr. Slade, said he had been prac- 
tising for 26 years. He was called on the day in question 
to the “ Anchor,” and there saw Mr. Brown’s horse. His 
attention was drawn to the withers by a discharge of 
matter, and on looking at it more minutely he saw 
there was a large opening about two inches wide. He 
inserted three of his fingers, but could not reach the 
bottom of it, and consequently inserted a probe, and 
without forcing it, the probe disappeared four or five 
inches under the scapula, between the shoulder blade and 
the spine. He therefore concluded that the animal was 
suffering from a deep-seated fistula. The collar pre 
directly against the opening of the sinus and there was 
no attempt to relieve it. Had the horse been working 
with a breast collar it would not have suffered so much 
pain. The collar it was wearing would cause — 
upon that part, especially in going uphill. — Tapping “ 
sinus with his finger caused the horse to flinch, an rand 
movement would cause the animal pain, because tl etl 
was adeep seated abscess. He considered the ani 
was quite unfit for work under any circumstanees.—Cross 
examined: Moderate pressure would be an a EEO 
way of dealing with the case. It was a case a of 
experts might differ as to the particular yo 
pressure which should be used. The collar was p for the 
across the wound.—This concluded the case 1 

rosecution. 
Mr. Mackarness, for the defence, said 
been suffering from a fistula for two and a 
and had been under the treatment of Mr. Verney, 
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member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
and a gentleman well known in the city and county. 
Mr. Verney’s treatment was based upon the theory of 
ure, under which treatment one sinus had com- 
tely healed, and the other was very small. The 
rse was worked by the advice, and with the complete 
sanction of Mr. Verney, who had seen the beneficial 
effect of pressure upon the anterior sinus. The treat- 
ment was one about which there might be a difference of 
opinion. Mr. Walker admitted that pressure was proper 
treatment but denied that the pressure of a collar was 


r. 
Richard Verney, M.R.C.V.S., was then called. He 
attended the horse for fistu ous withers from 1888 to 
1891 and detailed the condition of the horse. In1891 
he allowed the horse to be worked to bring pressure to 
bear on the sinus. Pressure was a treatment well 
known for bringing about the end he desired and the 
treatment was successful upon one of the sinuses. In 
January of this year he advised a similar course for the 
secondsinus. Mr. Brown suggested the putting on of a 
breast collar, but witness strongly advised him not to do 
80, feeling he would not get the same benefit from that 
as from an ordinary collar. On February 5th he saw the 
horse just after it had been stopped by the Inspector. 
The horse did not show the slightest sign of pain on 
beingtouched. There was a slight discharge, but it was 
not in his opinion pustular. The forward cavity, 
although better, was not completely healed when the 
horse was allowed to work, but it was quite healed when 
the horse was stopped, and he attributed the cure 
entirely to the use of the collar. No fresh treatment 
had been started since the institution of these proceed- 
ings—Cross-examined: In his opinion there was no ab- 
scess at all at the bottom of the sinus. 

Mr. G. H. Drew, M.R.C.V.S., of Abingdon, said he 
had examined the horse. He found an old sinus, and 
placed his fingers into it without causing the animal 
any pain. There was no abscess at the bottom, and the 
sinus had got into a painless state. When he saw the 
collar upon the horse it was not pressing upon the 
mouth of the sinus. The treatment adopted by Mr. 
Verney was what he should think anyone would use. The 
pressure was likely to do good. 

John Arthur Bull, M.R.C.V.S., of Woodstock agreed 
with the evidence of the Jast witness. 

Herbert Parsons, banker, of Oxford, said he had 
seen the horse being driven into Oxford, but he had 
hever noticed it to be in pain. On the 23rd inst. he 
saw it, and ascertained by pinching and pressing it 
hear the sinus that it was not suffering pain.—Cross- 
‘xamined: He had never noticed discharge on the 
collar this juncture the Bench conferred, and the 
Mayor mtimated to Mr. Mackarness that they were 
quite satisfied, and did not want to hear any more 
evidence. They dismissed the case—(applause). 

Mr. Mackarness applied for costs against the Society. 
oie prosecution been persisted in by the Society 
rhe face of a detailed statement forwarded them by 

t. Verney.—Mr. Slade o posed the application, but 
th Bench made an order that the Society should pay 

€ court costs, 18s. 6d.—Mr. Slade said he presumed 
the Bench had given a decision on the facts of 
= a and consequently did not propose to offer 
7 evidence in the case against Mr. Veruey.—The 

nous was therefore dismissed, and an order made 
> ge the society for the payment of Court costs 6s. in 
tase also.— The Oxford Times. 


Liset—Professor: Can you, Mr. Smythe, 

Somewhat less hackneyed expression than ‘‘ He 

Withee death 2” Smith : How would “ He died 
Medical assistance ” do, sir ?. 


THE DIGESTION OF CELLULOSE. 


difficulty in accounting for the fact that the pig, 
horse, and other animals havethe power, apparently, 
of digesting the cell-walls of grainstuffs. If that 
were not done they would be unable to assimilate 
the nutritious constituents of grain. Some say that 
the dissolution of the cell-wall is due to the actior 
| Of a micro-organism, some ascribe the action to the 
saliva, others to gastric, pancreatic or intestinal 
secretions. ‘The matter was fit for investigation, 
and Mr. Brown had not proceeded far on his search 
when he found that the intestinal theory was 
groundless, as the cell-walls had disappeared before 
the grain got that length. In short, his search for 
a cyto-hydrolyst in the digestive tract was entirely 
negative ; neither diastase nor the gastric and 
pancreatic enzymes had the least effect upon the 
cell-wall ; the mechanical action of the stomach did 
not rub it off, nor did the acids of the gastric secre- 
tions soften it. These results compelled him to look 
for an enzyme in the grain itself, and here he found 
it in barley and rye, and most abundantly in oats. 
Strange that horses and Scotchmen should have 
discovered the superior nourishing, because more 
digestible, properties of oats—for that is one thing 
that the “search” demonstrates. It will be 
necessary to look into some of Lawes and Gilbert's 
early figures in regard to the feeding of animals. 
This discovery of Mr. Brown’s upsets some of their 
conclusions. 

In the discussion Professor Green, of the School 
of Pharmacy, spoke sormewhat guardedly, but with 
high commendation, of the value of the paper to 
biologists. But how are we to account, he asked, 
for the facility with which animals digest hay and 
other fodder? We have believed that it is due to 
micro-organisms. What did Mr. Brown think? 
Mr. Brown replied that he did not propose to upset 
the accepted biological view. His cyto-hydrolyst 
had nothing to do with the digestion of hay ; lignified 
cellulose was undoubtedly disintegrated by micro- 
organisms, and all he claimed for the new cyto- 
hydrolyst was that it digested the peculiar cellulose 
of the grain cell-wall. 


THE PROPOSED CIVIL VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT IN INDIA. 


‘ (From a Military Correspondent.) 

It appears that the War Office authorities are 
opposed to the scheme of the Government of India 
for the formation of a Civil Veterinary Department 
from the ranks of the Army Veterinary Department, 
because they consider that difficulties would arise in 
the event of candidates for civil employment 
electing to return to military duty should the work 
not prove congenial, and that there would thereby 
be thrown out of employment a number of Veterinary 


Surgeons recruited to fill the vacancies. The pros- 


At a recent meeting of the Chemical Society Mr. 
Horace T. Brown said, “ Physiologists have had 
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pect of temporary half pay, or a small! bonus, would 
not be sufficient to secure good men as stop-gaps, or 
to induce them to grasp the shadow for the sub- 
stance. Besides, a modified form of this temporary, 
or short service, has already been tried, failed, and 
abandoned. ‘There’is, perhaps, a more cogent reason 
for War Office intervention, and that is the miserable 
civil allowances offered to the graded officers and 
the undeclared leave and pension rules, which latter 
the candidate has to subscribe to, but which are still 
“‘ under consideration of the authorities.” Yet surely 
the authorities have had time during the seven years 
that they have been considering the scheme to fix 
the leave and pension question, which, after all, is 
an all important matter to a man who has to risk his 
life in the districts under canvas during the hottest 
season of the year. The following is the proposed 
scale of graded pay for officers of the Civil Veterinary 


Department :— 
Pay and allowances Civil allow- 


Military. ances. 

Vety. Surgeon under 5 years Rs. Rs. 
service 400 150 
After 5 years service ie 450 200 
After 10 years service ... 500 250 
Vety. Surg. Ist Class... 600 300 
" » after 5 years ... 650 350 
mt » after 10 years ... 750 400 


The labourer is worthy of his hire, but to offer a 
professional officer a trifle over and above that 
accorded to a Staff Sergeant. or Sub-Conductor for 
five years’ hard, anxious, and responsible duties 
under canvas, among sickness, scarcity, and probable 
distress or famine, is too mean to be discussed. 
Take, for instance, the young Veterinary Surgeon 
on Rs, 400 and Rs. 150 Staff or Civil pay, who may 
have to cover several miles a day with double tents, 
supplies and comforts, cart and horse-keep, lascars 
and other necessaries. How is he to live? What 
medical officer would accept such staff remuneration, 
except perhaps for a station sinecure appointment 
entailing his signature to an occasional return. 

Another point it is necessary to notice is that the 
grade stops short at Veterinary Surgeons of the Ist 
Class. Are we to presume then that the higher or 
administrative grade, which we believe is Inspecting 
Veterinary Surgeon, is to be withheld? This is a 
very important point to know, for the pay of an 
Inspecting Veterinary Surgeon, if 1am not mistaken, 
is Rs. 1,000 per month plus staff pay, which the Pay 
Code gives as Rs. 400. Such would indeed be a 
prize for a zealous man to work up to, and I would 
caution candidates to have this question cleared up 
before taking their choice of civil employment. It 
isa pity that there is this hitch, and it is to be 
hoped that means may soun be found to overcome it. 
Out of the eighteen Veterinary Surgeons who were 
to have formed the Civil Veterinary Department, 
four were for the remount service, and four for horse 
breeding, so that only ten remained for the poor 
agriculturist, and these were to be scattered over 
the whole of India and Burma. The postponement 
of the formation of so important a Department in 
the face of the yearly losses to agricultural aid alone 
is a serious mistake. The yearly statistics, and 
those for the past year in particular, should open 


the eyes of Government to the need of a Civil 
Veterinary Department regardless of what it may 
cost. The wealth of a nation depends much upon 
its population and agriculture, and without the 
bullock to plough and the cow to produce the 
bullock, agriculture will wane, and wealth and 
population suffer.—Madras Mail, February 20th, 
1892. 


AMERICAN VETERINARY SURGERY. 


From a report in the American Veterinary Review 
of the fourth annual meeting of the Iowa State 
Veterinary Association, we extract the following 
novel and startling remarks :— 

Dr. Morse: 1 have divided the posterior tibial 
nerve in twenty cases for spavin and hock lameness 
and at first 1 thought I should be able to report to 
you a perfectly successful operation for hock lame- 
ness. Nearly all of them go straight and smooth 
immediately after this operation, and some continue 
to do so now; but many of them go lame again after 
a hard drive, and upon examination I find the 
divided nerves are grown together again even in 
cases where a half inch or more of the nerve had 
been resected. 

In the operation of neurotomy for the relief of 
navicular lameness I find the same difficulty, and 
propose to stitch the distal portion of the divided 
nerve into the wound s9 that it cannot unite with 
the approximal portion, and I will report the results 
to you next year. 

I would like to know what you are doing in cases 
of bog spavins and thoroughpin. I have been 
aspirating the excessive fluid from the articular 
sack, and then injecting into the cavity a solution of 
iodine. The iodine sets up a lively inflammation 
which causes the animal intense pain; it will be- 
come very restless, tucked up in the flanks, and on 
become wet with perspiration; the inflamed oo 
will be held from the ground. The pain will su 
side in a few hours, the toe will come to the ground 
in two or three days, and the animal is turned to 
pasture for three or four months, when recovery W! 
have been completed. ; b 

Dr. Thomas: 1] am treating this class of cases i 
an elastic bandage made to lace on the parts. al 
think the results are very satisfactory. ae “4 
dage is made on the same principle as 
stocking and adapts itself to the parts 
compressers are applied over the sacculate po a 

Dr. M, E, Johnson: I wish to inquire what p 
paration and strength of iodine Dr. Morse 5 = 

Dr. Morse: Any solution may be used, 1 él a 4 
the common tincture of the shops and 1) 
drachm or more. aoe 

Dr. Stewart: I have inject 
into the cavity of bog spavin 
accumulated fluid, and a satisfactory 
the issue in four or five months. : we know of 3 
timid in this class of cases. 
fatal result following this met +4 heen anocest” 
Dr. Edwards: The firing method bas 


ed tincture of iodine 
after evacuating the 
result been 
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ful in my hands. I puncture the enlargement at 
several points with the red-hot cautery point, the 
serum escapes, and the inflammation which follows 
results in.a cure. 

Dr. Miller: What do you do with bursal enlarge- 
ments at the fetlocks” Will injections of iodine 
cure them ? 

Dr. Morse: I open them freely with a scalpel and 
let them heal by granulation. I find it a very safe 
and satisfactory way to treat them. 1! mean what is 
known as windgalls or bursal enlargements.— 
American Veterinary Review. 


Disputed Claim by a Veterinary Surgeon. 

In the Welshpool County Court, Davies v. Owen. 

Plaintiff, who practised as a veterinary surgeon, resid- 
ing at Hyrrhid, sued the defendent, who lives at James- 
ford, near Montgomery, for £13 7s. for professional 
services. Mr._C. 8S. Pryce, solicitor, Montgomery, 

peared for defendant. From the evidence, it appeared 
that plaintiff attended a mare that was suffering from 
disease of the spine, and the mare ultimately died. At 
the same time he was requested to attend two other 
horses belonging to defendant that were suffering from a 
bone complaint. 

By Mr. Pryce: I am not a member of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons, but was registered seven or 
eight years ago as a veterinary practitioner. He thought 
he was registered before the passing of the last Act. Mr. 
Pryce raised an objection on technical grounds, as under 
sub-section 2, of section 17 of the Veterinary Surgeons’ 
Act, 1881, plaintiff was not entitled to recover any fees or 
charges for services rendered as a veterinary surgeon, as 
he was not duly qualified. His Honour adjourned the 
case for further evidence. 


A Musie Teacher and Her Husband. 


At the North London Police Court a young lady asked 
for advice with regard to her husband. Five years ago, 
when she was quite young, she was married to a student 
in the Veterinary College. He had no money to keep 
her, and they lived at her mother’s house, his father 
maintaining him. Her husband told her he would have 
ahouse, and keep her independent of her music pupils 
when he got his diploma and a practice. He had now 
got both, but had left her, and wanted her to sign a 
“= to take 2s. or 3s. a week, and never to trouble him 

Mr. Corser : If your husband does not support you you 
may go to the 
. Applicant: I do not want to do that, because it would 
injure me in my profession. I have come to ask you, sir, 

you can tell me any other way of compelling him to 
support me, 

Mr. Corser: I can do that if he has deserted you. 

Applicant: He left me and went to America for six 
a and has never come back to me, though he is in 

n, 

Mr, Corser: Has he contributed to your support ! 

Applicant : He has not given me a penny for the past 
peat on Now he has got his practice I don’t want to 
ton — = 2s. or 3s. : week. Besides, in anticipa- 

ome he i 
Dy pupils, promised me I have given up some of 
ae Corser: You may take a summons for mainten- 


Applicant : And h i 
Laughter.) ow much a week will you allow me / 


t. Corser: We will see when the case comes on. 
t: Oh, thank you very much, sir. 


A Blighted Career. 


At the Macclesfield Borough Police Court yesterday, 
Charles Edward Williamson, veterinary surgeon, Hanley, 
was charged with stealing five boxes of cigars and 4s., 
the property of Henrietta Simpson, of the Pack Horse 
Hotel, Macclesfield. The evidence showed that the 
prisoner, who was greatly agitated and fainted during 
the trial, went to the hotel on Thursday and Friday last 
and took the cigars from the bar, afterwards disposing of 
them to several innkeepers and others. 

Mr. Beard, veterinary surgeon, said prisoner was 
apprenticed with him (Mr. Beard) for seven years, after 
having been in college, and during that time he found 
him strictly honest, and entrusted him with his books. 
He had not seen the prisoner for almost twelve months, 
when his mother died. 

Mr. White: Do you know anything of his career dur- 
ing the last twelve months ? 

Witness (after hesitation) : I do. I don’t want to say 
any more. 

The Prisoner said he had been drinking, and he did not 
remember much about the affair. 

He was committed to prison for three months, and on 
hearing the sentence fell on the floor of the dock. 

The Yorkshire Evening Post. 


Foot and Mouth Disease. 

The Council of the Royal Dublic Soviety have 
passed a resolution urging the Government to close 
all British ports against the importation of live 
cattle from all parts of the Continent, and have also 
resolved that, on account of the existence and spread 
of foot and mouth disease in England, no farm live 
stock from England or Scotland shall be admitted 
tu the Society’s Spring Show. 


Manx Farmers and the Cattle Disease. 


Mr. George Drinkwater, president of the Isle of 
Man Agricultural Society, presided over a large and 
representative meeting of Manx farmers held in 
Douglas en Saturday. The special object of the 
meeting was to induce the imperial Board of Agri- 
culture to withdraw the order prohibiting the im- 
portation of Manx cattle into Great Britain and 
Ireland, the order having been made in view of the 
recent outbreak of pleuro-pneumonia in the Isle of 
Man. It was stated that the outbreak had been 
completely stamped out, and that the Manx au- 
thorities had withdrawn their precautionary orders. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


GENERAL AND VETERINARY EDUCATION. 
Sir 
On reading your most admirable report of the last 
meeting of the Central Veterinary Medical Society I was 
extremely surprised to find attributed to me a statement 
I never made. I absolutely refuse to have affiliated 
upon me a sentence framed by Mr. Hurndall. 

Mr. Hurndall is reported to have said “In effect Mr. 
Sheather said he wanted to have two or three classes of 
veterinary surgeons to suit the different styles of client 
with whom they had to trade. Iam glad Mr. Hurndall 
prefixes his statement with “ In effect,” it renders me irre- 
sponsible for such an uneuphonious expression as 
“trade,”—the word is his, not mine ; but I take the most 
serious objection to his fixing me with a@ desire that un- 
refined, uneducated veterinary surgeons should be specially 
trained: Unfortunately they exist in too large num- 
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bers, thanks to lax examinations in general education, 
and demand bya section of the community; Mr. Hunting 
and Mr. Shave confirmed this. I adduced this as an 
argument that the fault existed more in allowing a low 
type of education to pass as sufficient, than in the neces- 
sity for it under the existing scheme of examination. It 
is true I drew attention to the risk of opening a field for 
the unqualified practioner if every veterinary surgeon of 
the future is forced to the attainment of a very high 
class education, acquired only amid refined surroundings. 
I am justified in this statement by observation of every 
day life, and it is best to meet the difficulty, not shirk it ; 
Mr. Hurndall puts in my mouth a solution of the diffi- 
culty, which I never gave; I pointed out a risk which 
might be incurred by going to an extreme in an opposite 
direction. We badly need a greater proportion of 
highly trained, scientific men, with powerful intellects ; 
we also need a rank and file sufficiently trained to under- 
stand, follow and apply the results of scientific research, 
and at the same time skilfully and intelligently conduct 
themselves as general practitioners in a gentlemanly 
manner. 

What [ said in opening the discussion was well re- 
pe I only ask that it should be read without 

iassed paraphrases.—Yours, etc., 
CHARLES SHEATHER. 


VETERINARY EDUCATION. 
IR, 

In reference to your criticism upon “ Country Vet’s ” 
article entitled “ Veterinary Education ”’ it may be as 
well to remind you that Professor Smith’s first requisite 
is a sound English education. 

You entirely deny that botany is more than biology, 
conducive to broadening the mind or sharpening faculties. 
Your readers will agree with the logic of your conclusion, 
because botany is included in the study of biology.— 

Yours &c., “ Country Ver.” 


Communications, Books, axp Papers recetvep :—Capt. 
F. Smith, Messrs. A. Bate, C. Sheather, J. Howard, S. 
Beeson, H. Howse, J. W. Crowhurst, F. H. Reeks, W. T. 
Edwards, J. McGavin, F. Hobday, ‘Country Vet.” 
“Technics,” ‘‘ Oswestry Advertiser,” ‘‘ The Canterbury 
Press,” ‘‘ The Blackpool Times.” 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 


Bomuay V.M.A. 
Pres 
Hon. Sec: 8. K. Nariman, Esq., M.p., B.8.¢., L.v.se. 
2f Hon. Sec: Mr. J. D. Parokh, ¢.8.v.c., Bombay Vet. Coll. 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. Pender, m.x.c.v.s., Lockerbie. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, m.R.c.v.s., Penrith, Cumberland 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October. 


Caucurta V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.x.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


Centra V.M.A 
Pres: Mr. W. Roots, m.R.c.v.s., 
13 Winchester Street, London, S.E. 
Hon. Sec : Mr. H, G. Rogers, m.n.c.v.s., 
170 Brompton Road, Loudon, $.W. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Wm. Bower, m.x.c.v.s., East Rudham, Swaffham. 
Hon. See. : Mr. R. S. Barcham, u.z.c.v.s., North Walsham. 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. C. Steel, r.n.c.v.s., 188 Clonliffe-road, Dublin. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. McKenny, ™.n.0.v.s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


LancasHirE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Woods, F.x.c.v.s., Standish Gate, Wigan. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, .n.c.v.s., 
Quay Street, Manchester. 
Meetings, 2nd Wednesday in March, June, Sept., & Dec, 


V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr.¥. L. Gooch, r.n.c.v.s., Stamford, Lincolnshire 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Smith, m.x.c.v.s., Huntingdon. 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Mripuanp Counties V.M.A. 
Mr. John Malcolm, F.R.c.v.s., 
Holiday-street Wharf, Birmngham. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, .R.c.v.s., 
High St,. West Bromwich. 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May, Aug., and Nov. 


Pres: 


Nationa Ver. Association. 
Pres: Prof. J. McCall, Veterinary College, Buccleuch St., 


Glasgow 
Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, r.x.c.v.s., Birmingham. 
Treas. and Chairman of Prov. Com: Mr.S. Wragg, F.2.c.v.8., 
17 Church-lane, Whitechapel. 


Nortu or Enetanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. R. Dudgeon, .z.c.v.s., Sunderland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. A. Hancock, M.n.c.v.s., 
Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Royan Countries V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. Lepper, .x.c.v.s., Aylesbury. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, s.n.c.v.s., 
Sussex Villas, Cornwall Gardens, South Kensington, 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Royat Scorrisu V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, m.n.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, «.n.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Royat Verertnary M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Wild. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. F. Wilson. 


Scorrish Merroponrran V.M.S8. 
Pres: Mr. Jas. Clarke, ¥.R.c.v.s., Coupar-Angus. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, ».x.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro 


Sourn DurHam anv Norru Yorxsuire V.M.A. 
Pres.@ Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.B.C.V.S., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Assistant Hon. Sec: Mr. W. N. Dobbing, ™.R.c.v.8. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


Sournern Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. A. Hollingham, ™.z.c.v.s., 
79 Anerley Road, London, 8.E. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, .n.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Sourn anp Moymovrusume V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. D. M. Storrar, u.n.c.v.s., Abergavenny. 
Hon Sec. Mr. A. C. Stewart, u.n.c.v.s., Cardiff. 
Meetings, First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Penhale, r.n.c.v.s., Barnstaple, Devon. 


Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Harvey Bloye, M.8.c.v.8., 
Ebrington Street, Plymouth. 


Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


West or Scorzanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. D. Allan, »t.n.c.v.8., Clarkston-by-Busby, 
Hon. Sec : Mr. W. Anderson, F.2.c.v.s., West Nile-st.,Glasgo¥ 
Yorxsuire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. E. Bowman, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds. 


Hon. Sec: Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh, M.B.C.v.8., 
#10 North-street, Leos. 


Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and 
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